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was quickly followed by a Broadway revival (2006-08),

which was minor news, compared with what we have now:

Deenvan Meer @ Splendidly reworked 25th-anniversary production from

Lawrence Clayton, left, plays Jean London, having its American premiere.
Valjean to Andrew Varela’s Javert.

The story, of course, remains the same. Jean Valjean, a
Frenchman who in desperation stole a loaf of bread, is released from prison. Mistreated in
the outside world because of his criminal record, he resorts to theft but, touched by a

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0 Pagina 1 van 3


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/newyorkandregion/new_jersey/arts/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/newyorkandregion/new_jersey/arts_listings/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/12/05/05-THEA2-SNJ.html','05_THEA2_SNJ_html','width=720,height=754,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/12/05/05-THEA2-SNJ.html','05_THEA2_SNJ_html','width=720,height=754,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/g/anita_gates/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.papermill.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxPZh4AnWyk
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/theater/theaterspecial/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/08/us/delaware-to-allow-same-sex-marriage.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/08/us/politics/obama-may-back-fbi-plan-to-wiretap-web-users.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostemailed.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/09/the-scientific-7-minute-workout/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/09/technology/personaltech/outsmarting-smartphone-thieves.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/08/booming/advice-on-practicing-yoga-in-middle-age-part-1.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/09/opinion/collins-guess-whos-back.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/14/science/marvels-and-a-few-mysteries-in-cicadas-17-years.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/09/opinion/save-the-wolves-of-isle-royale-national-park.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/09/business/global/fair-trade-movement-extends-to-clothing.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/07/kitchen-little/
http://dinersjournal.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/07/a-main-course-salad-with-spinach-and-chickpeas/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/08/business/hospital-billing-varies-wildly-us-data-shows.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4A&sn2=be39a6a9/d502c4ce&sn1=9e6d1ad7/e1e2d2a1&camp=FSL2013_ArticleTools_120x60_1849317b_nyt5&ad=TWWB_120x60_April17_ADX&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fthewaywayback
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/nyregion/05theatnj.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bar1&sn2=504a164/10479bc&sn1=62d6d5df/dfe3efcc&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&ad=bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp5558%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D212502%26adxa%3D333127%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion/05theatnj.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JLHK
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bar1&sn2=504a164/10479bc&sn1=6eac688f/93560305&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&ad=bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fnytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F142%3FMediaCode%3DW39AA%26CMP%3D3JL74%26adxc%3D212502%26adxa%3D333127%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion/05theatnj.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JL74
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html

‘Les Miz’ Reworked for Its 25th Anniversary - Review - NYTimes.com

bishop’s kindness, vows to become a good man and succeeds to the point of near-
sainthood.

Rather than return to prison (he is now wanted for the most recent theft), he changes his
name and begins a new life, becoming a wealthy factory owner and a small-town mayor.
He rescues Fantine, a prostitute, and when she dies, raises her daughter, Cosette.
Meanwhile an obsessive gendarme named Javert becomes determined to find and capture
Valjean.

Cosette falls in love with Marius, a young man who has become involved in the doomed
June Rebellion of 1832, in which young Parisian students fought against the monarchists Estate

and died. Everyone’s fate hangs in the balance. SPECIAL REPORT: NET WORTH »

It has been more than half a century since show tunes regularly bounced from Broadway
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to the Top 40 charts, so it is easy to forget that “I Dreamed a Dream” is not this show’s Ehe New Pork Times  International Herald Eribune

only musical treasure. As Eponine, Chasten Harmon sings “On My Own,” a sad ballad of

unrequited love, with force.ful p01g.nancy. Andrew Varela brings his ﬁrst—r.ate voice to US T 9 9 ¢ Ehe New otk Simes
“Stars,” Javert’s pledge to find Valjean. “Master of the House,” led by the innkeepers i
Monsieur and Madame Thénardier (Michael Kostroff and Shawna M. Hamic), is a rousing, for 4 W EEKS

cheery number, even if it does celebrate corruption and greed. OF A DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

Valjean (Lawrence Clayton) has his peak musical moment with “Bring Him Home,” a

prayer that Marius (played by Jon Fletcher on opening night, filling in for Justin Scott
Loss of a Loved One

Brown, who was ill) will survive the battle. But the dazzler, more than ever, is “One Day
A free MP3 download or CD which

More.” It is sung by the company, but much of its chills-producing beauty comes from the

. . ffers help and hope to the hurti
electric stage presence of Jeremy Hays, who plays Enjolras, the leader of the student erers helpand hope fo e urting

.. markinc.org/
uprising.

The cast is uniformly excellent, directed with both fervor and discipline by Laurence
Connor and James Powell, who did the new production in London.

Mr. Clayton is a strong, imposing Valjean who does not seem particularly tortured or
vulnerable at first. But that aspect of the performance pays off later; when he seems a
broken man, he has fallen from great heights. Another issue arises from the color-blind
casting (Mr. Clayton is African-American) that is, happily, a given in contemporary New
York theater. There is a moment early in the show (when Valjean is turned away from a
hotel because he is an ex-convict) that suggests — inadvertently, one presumes — racial
prejudice instead, surrounded as the character is by a predominantly white cast. But as the
story unfolds, Mr. Clayton becomes simply Valjean, paragon of honor.

The most notable addition to the new production is the set designer Matt Kinley’s lavish
use of projection design, including Parisian street scenes based on Hugo’s own paintings.
Technology serves the drama to thrilling effect when Valjean carries a wounded Marius to
safety along the swirling, curving path of the city’s sewers (some of the projections move).
And Javert’s final moments at the bridge, enhanced by special effects, are unforgettable.

“Les Misérables,” by Claude-Michel Schonberg, Herbert Kretzmer, Alain Boublil and
Jean-Marc Natel, is at the Paper Mill Playhouse, 22 Brookside Drive, Millburn, through
Dec. 30. Information: (973) 376-4343 or papermill.org.

A version of this review appeared in print on December 5, 2010, on page NJ12 of the New York edition.
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